Fig. 1. A bird's eye view of Cloud computing.
Several IT vendors are promising to offer storage, computation, and application hosting services, and provide coverage on several continents, offering Service-Level Agreements (SLA) backed performance and uptime promises for their services. Cloud computing delivers infrastructure, platform, and software (application) as services, which are made available as subscription-oriented services in a pay-as-you-go model to consumers. The price that CSPs (Cloud Service Providers) charge depends on the quality of service (QoS) expectations of CSCs (Cloud Service Consumers).
Cloud computing fosters elasticity and seamless scalability of IT resources that are offered to end users as a service through the Internet. Cloud computing can help enterprises improve the creation and delivery of IT solutions by providing them with access to services in a cost-effective and flexible manner. A bird's eye view of Cloud computing is shown in Fig. 1 .
Clouds can be classified into three categories, depending on their accessibility restrictions and the deployment model. They are:
• Public Cloud, • Private Cloud, and • Hybrid Cloud.
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